
Group History Questionnaire 
“We are trying to build up extensive records which will be of value to a 

future historian…” Bill W., 1957 
 
Current District Number: 11 (chosen) 
Date Form Completed: 3/27/2016 
Name of Group: Our Mostly Agnostic Group Of Drunks (O.M.A.G.O.D.) 
Group Number: 000709352 (Face-to-Face meeting in Orlando) 
        000714349  (Online Meeting via www.intherooms.com) 
Date First Meeting Held: February 27th, 2013 
Date Group Registered with General Service Office: 7/7/2013 (Orlando) 
            12/9/2014 (Online) 

A. Current Meeting Information: 
1. Meeting Locations (Orlando): The Page House (across from JOY MCC) 

                                            1611 Page Ave, Orlando, FL  32806 
                             (Online): www.intherooms.com 
 

2. Days Group Meets and Meeting Times: 
Sundays at 7 P.M. (Page House) 
Tuesdays at 9 P.M. (www.intherooms.com) 
Fridays at 7 P.M. (Page House) 
 

3. Present Number of Members: 25+ (Orlando)  200+ (Online) 
 

B. Founding Members Information 
1. Full Names of Founders with Length of Sobriety If Known: 
Mikey Jacobs – 2/22/2002 
 
2. Full Names of Early Members with Length of Sobriety If Known: 
Dan Oliver – 4/1/2012, Mike Johnson – 27 years, Mike Larose – 7 years, 
Jimmy Bordenkircher – 8/26/08, Tom Trevorrow – 12/31/2007 
 
3. Full Names of Founders or Early Members That May Be Contacted For 
Interviews (taped or written). Members May Be In Area or Not. Please List 
Any Phone Numbers and Addresses if Known. 
Mikey Jacobs – 407-222-1867 – welcometomylife@me.com 
911 N Orange Ave Apt 501, Orlando, FL  32801-6011 



4. Narrative of Group’s Early History: How, When, Where and Why Group 
Started: 
I had come to a very dark place at about nine years into my recovery. I 
was on a terrible dry-drunk that didn’t seem like it would ever go away and 
I decided that my only way out was to kill myself. Drinking was not an 
option for me because I knew from going to meetings most of my adult life 
that relapse always made my situation worse never better. Death would at 
least end the suffering. I purchased the items necessary to complete the 
job but in a moment of complete desperation and insanity, I decided to go 
to a meeting. That was the lowest point in my recovery so far. In that 
meeting I decided that I should give the program one last chance. I had 
been working the program according to Mikey and had stayed sober, but I 
never really could say that I had been rocketed to the fourth dimension 
that the book describes. I realized for the second time in my recovery (the 
first time was right before I picked up my last white chip) that if I continued 
to do what I always had done then I would continue to get the same exact 
results I always got. This time I would work the Steps as if my life 
depended on it, which of course it did. My next stop was suicide so I 
decided to be completely self-honest this time. I really looked at myself 
without filters. It was in that moment of truth that I admitted out loud 
something I had never shared with anyone in the fellowship before. “I 
simply do not believe in God.” That was what had held me back for so 
long. It was the part of the program that I always ignored. When I admitted 
to myself the actual truth, that no matter how much I tried or pretended to 
believe in God, I just didn’t. It opened a whole new world for me.  
 
I started looking at what was actually happening when AAs talked about 
God as their “Higher” power. I never understood when people would say 
“Thy will be done, not mine”. How do you know what God’s will is? I knew 
that nobody actually got an email from the Almighty telling them that they 
should be nicer to their neighbor or that they should treat the jerk on the 
subway with more compassion. What they did was imagine what a 
supreme and all loving being would do, then they tried to do that. In AA 
you’ll us talking about “doing the next right thing”, and I believe this is what 
AAs that believe in God are really doing when they “do God’s will”. The 
simply figure out what the right thing is and they try to do it. 
 



This new insight drew me back to the Big Book. It seemed that I had been 
reading it as a Shakespearian play rather than a textbook. I needed to 
focus on what was really going on and translate it so I could understand it. 
Without really knowing what I had done, the Steps finally started to make 
sense! The Second Step is all about finding a power that I could draw 
strength from. Using a doorknob as that power, (why it’s always a 
doorknob I’ll never know), wasn’t practical. A doorknob can’t help me with 
resentments and fear, but what could? AAs sometimes say that God “and 
the people in the rooms of Alcoholics Anonymous” keep them sober and 
more importantly, sober and sane. The collective experience of the 
recovering drunks that seemed to have it all together became a part of my 
“greater power”. I started to think about things that were greater (or more 
powerful) than me that could help me be free of the emotional suffering 
that caused me to believe that ending it all was a brilliant plan. I turned to 
Google to find that answer and then it hit me. Google was a power greater 
than myself. If I needed to fix my leaking sink or find a cure for foot fungus, 
getting on my knees and talking to my bedspread was not going to help, 
but a good Google search could lead me to something that could! The 
floodgates opened wide. What else? The law. If I follow the law I probably 
won’t spend any more time in jail or get fined for running people off the 
road that cut me off. My doctor. If I follow her advice and actually eat right 
and get plenty of exercise I’d probably feel a whole lot better. This was 
getting pretty awesome! This was going to actually work! Step Three is 
just deciding to work my new program and reminding myself on a daily 
basis that I’ve made that decision. Just thinking about that milestone in my 
recovery still gives me goose bumps. It was only the beginning though. 
The more I searched for my greater power and the more I relied on that 
power, the more I started to actually change. I finally understood pertinent 
idea C in “How It Works” – that God could and would if he were sought.  
 
The more I searched for and plugged into this power the more my 
problems disappeared. I turned back to the Steps. Step Six is all about 
becoming ready to remove the things in myself that cause 
unmanageability in my life. I paid close attention to what was actually 
happening in me when I would feel restless, irritable or discontented. I’ll 
give you a great example. Have you ever been sitting in a meeting and 
someone goes on and on and on about something you don’t think is 
appropriate or helpful? You get fidgety and uncomfortable in your chair? 



You start looking at other people and saying to yourself “will someone 
please shut this guy up” or you start looking at the chairperson as if to say 
“DO SOMETHING!” That right there is judgment, ego and a serious lack of 
compassion. So what do we do about it? For me, Step Seven is all about 
doing something about it. Whenever I start to judge people I talk to my 
sponsor about it. He ever so gently reminds me that I have no right to 
judge anyone and that maybe there’s a good reason that person I’m 
judging is the way he is. So I work on compassion. I try to incorporate 
compassion into my daily life and all of a sudden I realize I’m comfortable 
being in a meeting when someone pulls out a poem to read or talks about 
the boil on their butt. The judgment is gone. I suddenly realize that my 
program of action is doing for me what I could not seem to do for myself. 
Trying not to get angry in a situation like that simply provided me with 
some relief. Why settle for relief when what I really want is freedom? 
Working the Seventh Step – being as compassionate as I can be – gives 
me that freedom. 
 
When I worked my Twelfth Step I knew that I needed to get this message 
to the alcoholics that, like me, needed a solution in AA that worked for 
them. That’s when I decided to start Our Mostly Agnostic Group of 
Drunks. I rounded up some people that I felt might be interested (from a 
multitude of other groups and fellowships) and we had our first planning 
meeting on January 12, 2013. At that meeting, we voted on the name 
“Group Of Drunks” which is part of a common concept in AA, which is to 
replace the word GOD with Group Of Drunks if members are having 
problem with “the God thing”. After several business meetings, we had our 
first meeting on March 31st, 2013 at the GLBCC at 946 N Mills Avenue, 
Orlando, FL 32803 at 3 P.M. which, coincidentally, was Easter Sunday.  
 
Our meeting was slow to start with only a few members. One of the 
reasons, we felt, was that our local Intergroup wouldn’t list our meeting as 
an agnostic / atheist meeting (which we were). The way they listed GLBT 
meetings in the meeting guide was with the tag “Mostly Gay” in 
parentheses next to the meeting name. It lets potential members know 
where their tribe hangs out and gives potential visitors a heads-up as to 
what kind of meeting it is. We felt that Intergroup should be able to make 
the same concession for our group for exactly the same reasons. 



 

 
 
We decided to change our name to “Our Mostly Agnostic Group Of 
Drunks” so that our brothers and sisters would know where to find us. Our 
membership boomed after that, so much in fact, that we had to move to a 
bigger location which is where we meet currently (at “The Page House” 
which is a part of the Joy Metropolitan Community Church). 



When we had about 20 members we started having formal business 
meetings. It was there that we really started to grow. One of the things 
that came out of those meetings was the idea that we wanted to reach as 
many people as possible. Our meeting was truly helping alcoholics that 
not only were having trouble with “the God thing” but with members who 
would never have joined AA at all if it wasn’t for our little group of drunks. 
Three ideas came out of those first meetings. First, we officially started our 
“Recovery Expansion Project”. Once a month, we choose a local AA 
meeting and we visit it as a group. This allows some of our newer 
members a chance to find out what traditional AA meetings are like and to 
integrate into the fellowship. It also lets members of those groups see that 
even heathens like us stay sober and gives us a great opportunity to be a 
part of AA as a whole. Some great conversations have come from those 
meetings and for the most part we’ve been warmly welcomed and 
accepted.  

 
 

Secondly, we created www.omagod.org. About 65% of our members 
come to us via our website or from a professional who obtained our group 
information via our website. We use the website to post announcements 
and service opportunities, display anniversaries, share newcomer 



information and answer any questions people might have about our 
group. On average we get about 25 hits per day.  
 

 
 
Last but certainly not least, we started a webcam meeting online with 
www.intherooms.com. InTheRooms is an online webcam recovery forum. 
Some of us had used it when we needed a meeting at midnight or were 
traveling and couldn’t get to a meeting. When we saw that there was no 
agnostic representation we contacted the website and got a space for our 
meeting. This brought our membership from the dozens to the hundreds. 
We have members that live in all parts of the world including Ireland, 
Morocco, France and the UK. It truly is amazing to have friends all over the 
world and to have the opportunity to meet with them “face-to-face” every 



week. Some members have said they owe their recovery to our meeting 
and that in itself is the best reward any of us could ask for. 
 

 
 
There is a lot of controversy surrounding secular AA. We have found that 
our members are not only staying sober but have long term recovery. We 
are proud to be a part of Alcoholics Anonymous and we hope you’ll stop 
by and visit our mostly agnostic group of drunks. J 
 
Respectfully, 
OMAGOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C. Early Meeting Information 
1. Meeting Location: Originally we met at 914 N. Mills Ave., 32803 at the 

GLBTCC. 
2. Days Group Meets: Originally we met on Sundays. We currently meet 

on Tuesdays (online), Fridays and Sundays (at 1611 Page Ave, 32806)  
3. Meeting Times: Originally we met at 3 PM. We currently meet at 9pm 

for the online meeting and 7pm at the Page House. 
4. Number of Members: We had 12 people at our first planning meeting 

which happened in January of 2013. 
5. If Group Has Moved Since the First Meeting, Please List Locations and 

Length of Time for Each Place: We were at the GLBT Community 
Center for 6 months, then moved to The Page House where we 
currently meet (as of this writing – 10/17/16). 

  
D. Narrative of How Group Has Progressed Since the Early Days to the 

Present. (Special Events, Service Projects, Anniversaries, Celebrations, 
Changes in Meeting Format, ETC): Our group has tried to stay active in 
the service structure. We have a GSR that frequently attends the District 
11 meetings (even though we’re technically in District 9, our meeting is 
listed in the Intergroup Meeting Guide as Orlando Downtown rather than 
Orlando South which is 9). We’ve participated as a group in various 
service events such as the Slogans Workshop at the Alco-An Club, The 
AA Etiquette and Safety Workshop at the Eastside Club, as well as being 
involved with our local Intergroup Office. Our Recovery Expansion Project 
was established to expand our member’s recovery experience beyond our 
home group by attending other meetings as a group, organizing fun social 
events like picnics and game nights, and organizing workshops such as 
the Slogans Workshop and the upcoming Websites and Technologies 
Workshop with our local Intergroup Office. We’ve had many anniversaries 
at our Orlando location and we post our online anniversaries on our 
website along with some special extras like sobriety certificates. We’ve 
had many script changes, mostly to add new jokes or information to the 
format. We have a tradition of being a light-hearted group and take “We 
are not a glum lot” very seriously. 
 

E. List Any Meetings or Groups That Your Members May Have Been 
Instrumental in Starting: Our group is usually a starting point for 
newcomers that then integrate into traditional AA groups. Some of our 



members do not consider OMAGOD their home group and hold service 
commitments with other groups.  

 
Thank you so much for preserving our AA history. We will be adding 
additional information as it becomes available.  
 
UPDATE: We receive a letter from JoyMCC stating that because of their 
food-bank expansion all 12 Step meetings at the Page House had until April 
30th, 2017 to vacate the premises. Mikey and Edgar went from church to 
community center to church and finally found a new meeting location! The 
new location is at the First Alliance Church, 3800 Lake Underhill Road, 
Orlando, FL 32803. It’s an absolutely wonderful location and much bigger to 
accommodate our growing group (we were PACKED at the Page House).  
 

  



 
 
UPDATE: November 2018 



In April 2017 OMAGOD moved their meetings to the First Alliance 
church, and they were happy to be there. It was a much bigger 
meeting room, with room to stretch out and room to grow. They 
even had couches.  
 
Then, in the Fall of 2018, an errant AA member went to the wrong 
room instead of going to the meeting, and wound up disrupting a 
women’s study group meeting. Among the disturbed women was 
the pastor’s wife, who then took a sustained stand for OMAGOD’s 
removal from the premises. After a long and drawn-out process 
OMAGOD was finally asked to leave completely, and so they found 
a new home at Emmanuel Episcopal Church in April of 2019, 
where they have been happily congregating ever since. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Starting in January of 2019, Mikey did some research on taking 
donations with payment apps like Venmo and PayPal. We started 
taking both payment types in March. After some tweaking, the 
group decided to use Venmo exclusively. We added Venmo cards 
to our purse and provided QR codes next to the literature. Our 
donations quadrupled. Not only did we still get cash donations, the 
average donation went from $1 to $4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We decided to use some of the excess cash to increase the 
donation to our ICSAA travel fund (cash set aside to get our GSR to 
the Biennial Conference of Secular AA in Washington DC.) We also 
purchased a “Topic Wheel”. We added numbers to the sections 
and made 5 topics, mostly taken from the literature, for each 
number. We spin the wheel and get the topic for the meeting. We 
also added restaurants to the sections and on Friday nights, that’s 
how we pick which restaurant we go to after the meeting. This 
gives us a great opportunity to get newcomers involved; everyone 
is invited. 



 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We try to encourage our members to experience ALL of AA, 
including traditional meetings and service work. We created some 
“coming attraction” posters which we put up around our meeting 
space. These are other meetings that our members sometimes go 
to. We have in our script a line that states “If anyone would like to 
go to a traditional meeting with one of us, please see [me] after the 
meeting,” which gives us the opportunity to support our members. 
Some of our posters are pictured below: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In early 2020 the world was rattled by the worst public health crisis of the       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPDATE: APRIL 2020 
 
In early 2020 the world was rattled by the worst public health crisis 
of the twenty-first century, the spread of the virus COVID-19. By 
March the deadly disease had made its way to America, and 
OMAGOD was asked by the church where it met to postpone 
meetings until it was once again safe to congregate without risk of 
spreading the virus from person to person. Even meeting in the 
parking lot was forgone when the Orange County government 
issued a shelter-in-place order forbidding gatherings of 10 or more 
people. To circumvent this issue OMAGOD took to the internet, 
and hosted digital meetings where people could meet without risk 
of exposure to germs. While many missed the magic of in-person 
presence, many also found consolation in that they could now 
attend meetings from the comfort of their home without the hassle 
of commuting. Old members who had moved away to other states 
were able to attend meetings once again even in spite of the 
distance. OMAGOD made sure that even when people were kept 
apart that we could still stay sober together. 
 
We moved our meetings to the Zoom platform and after a bit of trial 
and error we were able to successfully host our meetings online. 
They were so successful that we added a Wednesday night 
meeting as well. 
 
Because we’re not your average group, we couldn’t have an 
average meeting, so we came up with a way to run the meeting 
smoothly (we created the backup dancer position to run the 
meeting controls and screen sharing, leaving the chairperson to 
lead the meetings without distractions) and we were able to give 
out digital chips and medallions at the same time via animations on 
the web. Screenshots below: 



 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
This was achieved by creating a slide show on our website and 
sharing the screen with the group at different times in the script. We 
included the Preamble and Responsibility statements and a Venmo 
page during the 7th tradition portion. The chips were interactive. 
Click on a 4-month chips and the 4-month animation plays. People 
loved it. I was asked to make one for Central Group as well. 
 
Hopefully everything will be back to normal soon. 


